A Study of Larry Diamond's Democratic Theory by 朱武雄
 
学校编码：10384                        分类号_______密级 ______ 
学号：13820080150060                       UDC _______
 
 
博  士  学  位  论  文 
拉里•戴蒙德民主理论研究 
A Study of Larry Diamond’s Democratic Theory 
朱 武 雄 
指导教师姓名： 陈 炳 辉 教授
专 业 名 称： 政 治 学 理 论
论文提交日期： 2 0 1 1 年    月
论文答辩日期： 2 0 1 1 年    月
学位授予日期： 2 0 1 1 年    月
 
 
答辩委员会主席：           
评    阅    人：           




















另外，该学位论文为（                            ）课题（组）
的研究成果，获得（               ）课题（组）经费或实验室的




































（     ）1.经厦门大学保密委员会审查核定的保密学位论文，
于   年  月  日解密，解密后适用上述授权。 







                             声明人（签名）： 







































































































































































Larry Diamond is a rising star in the field of democratic research in America, and  
is one of important democratic theorist in Western world. His democratic theory has a 
significant impact not only on contemporary Western political academia, but on the 
democratic practices of Western countries and new democracies. Larry Diamond is an 
important theorist for us to understand contemporary democratic research and practice 
in western world, while there is nearly vacancy in our knowledge on his study in our 
country. So, it will help us keep track of the current study of democracy of overseas 
theorists and the spot news of overseas democratic practice, if we make ourself 
understand Larry Diamond’s democratic theory. And it will also help us deepen 
democratic research and give us enlightenment. There are three contents in Larry 
Diamond’s democratic theory: democratic transition research; democratic 
consolidation research; and democratic governance research. 
Larry Diamond viewed democracy as a kind of universal value, in his eyes,  
democracy was not a luxury, but a necessary. The basic principle of democracy was 
the sovereignty of people; the accountability of governor; and the rule of law. Absence 
of those principles, democracy would be replaced by tyranny. In Larry Diamond’s 
view, if we wanted to define democracy, we should build a cut point between 
democracy and authoritarianism. Electoral democracy was the cut point. If a regime 
crosses the threshold of electoral democracy, it was a democracy; if it was not, it was 
authoritarianism. The ideal state of democracy was liberal democracy, the worst state 
of authoritarianism was nondemocracy. A concept between electoral democracy and 
liberal democracy we called it “midrangedemocracy”; A concept between electoral 
democracy and nondemocracy we called it “pseudodemocracy”. A key line in all 
Larry Diamond’s concept of democracy was liberty. In Larry Diamond’s opinion, we 
should study democracy in developmental perspective. 
In the study of democratic transition, Larry Diamond considered that democratic 














international society’s external factors; and the regional influence. The two back 
forces were all outside factors, but they emphasized on different contents. In his view, 
democratic transition should be promoted by states and state agencies; or by 
nongovernmental organizations and private person etc. The instruments of democratic 
transition promotion included political assistance, economic assistance, diplomacy etc. 
While the actualities of democracy promotion were cautious optimism, because those 
new democracy born in the Third Wave were not stabilization. Delegative democracy 
and illiberal democracy were the image outcome of this wave, they were all 
alienations, they indicated the globalization of hollow democracy. It was therefore 
emergency to promote democracy. For the present and future of democratic transition, 
Larry Diamond deemed that Latin America’s democracy was in the primary stage of 
electoral democracy, it would be more freedom. The postcommunist states had moved 
in two different directions: some states evolved into genuine liberal democracy; the 
others still lived in dictatorship. In Asia, except Japan and India, the future of 
democracy was inexplicit, the battle between democracy and success authoritarian 
continued. In Africa, democracy mad some progress in many states, but the prospect 
was still pessimism. Middle East was a desert of democracy, it did not mean that this 
area would not be democratized, the key was how to improve those states governance. 
In the study of democratic consolidation, Larry Diamond thought that democratic 
consolidation could interpret as a progress that democracy achieve a broad, profundity 
legitimacy. Democratic consolidation took place in two dimensions—norms and 
behavior—on three levels. The dimension of norms indicated that democracy should 
regard democratic value as dominant value, and should establish the value of 
democracy, freedom, equality in its mainstream civil political culture. The dimension 
of behavior indicated that all kinds of political behaviors should be led by the 
established mainstream civil political culture. Three levels included the country’s 
elites—the highest level, organizations—the intermediate level, the mass public—the 
lowest level. When a country could display democratic value in two dimensions—















Improving the qualities of democracy was one of most important measure of 
democratic consolidation, including improving regime performance, realizing political 
institutionalization, and deepening democracy. And country’s size had also some 
kinds of correlation with democratic consolidation. In Larry Diamond’s opinion, the 
smaller country was, the more likely it would achieve consolidation. If country’s scale 
could not be reduced, one feasible measure was decentralization. Because 
decentralization mad local government more power to reach autonomy, this would 
created a good environment for the development of democracy. In addition, political 
culture and civil society was also closely related to democratic consolidation. The role 
of political culture for democratic consolidation was producing legitimacy to support 
and evaluate democracy, and mad people believe in democracy. The role of civil 
society in promoting democracy mainly reflected in two aspects. First, to help a 
country transits from authoritarian to electoral democracy. Second, once the country 
established democracy, then it would help it deepening and consolidating democracy. 
In the study of democratic governance, Larry Diamond’s work was based mainly 
on difficulties which appeared on the practice of democracy. In Larry Diamond’s view, 
democracy was the best form of government, there were various difficulties in the 
practice of democracy. For developing countries, there were three inherent paradox in 
democratic politics: the tension between conflict and consensus, representativeness 
and governability, consent and effectiveness. For established democracy, there were 
still a variety of behavior and the phenomenon against democracy existing, such as 
political corruption, purchase of influence, reducing freedom, and partisan divide etc.. 
So, one crucial step for them was to improve the quality of democracy, this was the 
key of democratic governance. And what was the quality of democracy? In Larry 
Diamond’s opinion, the quality of democracy was mainly used to analyze, evaluate 
and guide the practice of democratic governance, and explained the characteristics of 
democracy. Obviously, raising the quality of democracy, he intended to address the 
problems of the public lost confidence in government and political system in new or 














procedural dimensions, the substantive dimensions, and the results dimensions. These 
dimensions complemented each other and promote each other. Improving the quality 
of democracy should work hard from level of government, and level of citizens 
simultaneously. For government, decentralization of power to local governments was 
essential; for citizens, they should become more active participation in the political 
process, and in the management of public affairs, in order to strengthen civil society. 
In a word, Larry Diamond’s work makes a great contribution to the study of 
liberal democracy, comparative politics, and democratic governance. His research has 
enriched the theory of liberal democracy, repaired the shortcomings of the theory, and 
reconciled contradictions on the issue of democracy in liberalism. And he has also 
concerned with new democracies, developing countries, and poor countries in the 
field of democratic study in comparative politics, this objectively help us focus on 
these countries, and help them development. His research of democratic governance 
indicates his reflections on democratic practice and pursuit of good governance. Of 
course, there are also many limitation in his democratic theory. Firstly, he owned his 
democratic ideals with the ideology of the United States together leading him to make 
wrong estimation in some critical field. Secondly, his research did not concern enough 
on the cost of democratic transition and democratic consolidation. Lastly, it is still 
quite rough in his research on the role of federalism and decentralization in 
democratic governance.  
We can gain some enlightenments from Larry Diamond’s democratic theory. 
For him, improving the quality of democracy is an important measure to consolidate 
democracy and to reach good governance. He viewed civil society and 
self-government as the basis for the development of democracy. The most crucial 
problem of Chinese Democracy is to explore a path of socialist democracy. So, the 
enlightenment is to improve the quaility of democracy and the ability of civil society.  
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